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readiness with which he accords to her the credit for great aid in his 
literary and social plans, together with his touching attitude regarding 
h er last hours and her many virtues cannot but add to the dignity of 
the great surgeon. 

While the editorial work upon the memoir has been excellent, and 
the mechanical work almost perfect, the reader can not but wish that 
orte or two points might have been changed. The abrupt termination 
of the narrative, at the point where the author laid his pen down for the 
last time, grates upon the mind. If that portion of the introduction, 
relating to the Master’s last hours, had been more detailed, rendered a 
little more definite and placed at the end of his story, it would have 
been a source of satisfaction to many. The only other blemish to be 
noted is the incompleteness of the index, which detracts decidedly from 
the value of the book as a working history. 

Nevertheless, it is rare that a single book has contained so much of 
value pertaining to the history of medicine and surgery. Rarely has 
so perfect a view been presented of the real life of a great man as this 
one. And it is not only the reflection of his joys and triumphs, his 
griefs and sorrows, but it is as well a grand picture in which are limned 
lifelike portraits of most of his distinguished contemporaries. 

. James E. Pilcher. 

Leiirbuch der Allgemeinen Chirurgie. Von Dr. med. Hermann 

Tillmanns. Docent der Chirurgie an der Universitat Leipzig, 

Veit & Co., 188S. New York, G. E. Stechert. 

Text Book of General Surgery. 

The above is the first volume of a larger work, entitled ‘Lehrbuch 
der Allgemeinen und Speciellen Chirurgie’ in two volumes; but each 
half of the work is intended to form a complete work in itself. The 
second half is promised within a year. The contents of the book in 
its present form embraces general operative technique, general surgi¬ 
cal bandaging and general surgical pathology and therapeutics. The 
study, practice and history of surgery and the development of modem 
surgery are made the subjects of an introductory chapter. 

The third part, the most important one, treating of general pathol¬ 
ogy and therapy, contains five subdivisions as follows : 

(1) General remarks on injuries and inflammation; (2) Injuries and 
surgical diseases of soft parts ; (3) Injuries and surgical diseases of the 
bones ; (4) Injuries and surgical diseases of the oints; (5) Tumors. 



234 


REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 


The book contains over 500 large octavo pages, is handsomely 
printed and illustrated by 337 wood cuts. 

Attention is given throughout the book to the antiseptic methods, 
and the more recent advances in the pathology of surgical conditions 
have received consideration. 

Cocaine solutions for local anaesthesia have not received the promi¬ 
nence frequently given them, the author preferring to use the ether- 
spray for minor operations. The chapter on general anaesthesia has 
been written with great care, and more attention is given to ether-nar¬ 
cosis than is generally to be found in German works, although the 
author appears to have had little personal experience with this anaes¬ 
thetic. He asserts that it requires more care to keep the patient in a 
state of insensibility to pain by the use of ether than with chloroform. 

The preparation of the antiseptic material may be found described 
under various headings throughout the book, but is generally some¬ 
what summarily disposed of. Especially the sponges might be consid¬ 
ered deserving of more attention. These, the author believes, may be 
appropriately treated by boiling them for 15 minutes in a one-in-thou¬ 
sand sublimate solution, and keeping them in a similar solution. He 
does not mention the use of soap in this procedure, so strenuously in¬ 
sisted upon by some antisepticists. He gives no method for bleach¬ 
ing sublimated sponges, although he does for carbolized ones. 

In the chapter on inflammation, the terms inflammation and suppu 
ration are frequently used in apposition in ; manner scarcely condu¬ 
cive to a clear understanding of these difficult subjects. Thus, p. 190, 
he says: “We shall see that all inflammation affecting wounds, espe¬ 
cially all suppuration, is caused by the presence of schizomycetes 
and p. 233, “All inflammation and suppuration of wounds depend 
upon the presence of schizomycetes.” Had he omitted the term in¬ 
flammation the statement could be more generally accepted. 

In speaking of septic conditions he, in several places (pp. 15, 11S, 
256), defines septic processes as putrid ones, and uses the terms septic 
and putrid indiscriminately, which even the Greek etymology can 
hardly justify, considering the wide difference at present recognized 
between the two poisons. In defining septicarmia, he retains Gussen- 
bauer’s definition, that it is a disease of the system caused by absorp¬ 
tion of excitants or products of putrefaction ; and he commences the 
chapter on pyaemia by saying that heretofore this disease was consid¬ 
ered to be caused by the absorption of component parts 61 pus into 
the blood. 

These explanations and definitions, which are given much promi¬ 
nence to catch the eye. are not in keeping with the subsequent teach- 
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ings in th e same chapters, especially when reference is made to the 
later acquired knowledge, and it is difficult to understand why the 
author should prefer to start with older views in pathology and after¬ 
ward explain them away, unless he desired to give the historical as¬ 
pect of surgical pathology more prominence than the consideration of 
giving the student a clear view of its present state. Such points of 
historic interest in the development of surgical pathology could be far 
better discussed in the smaller type of the notes, and would not tend to 
perplex and mislead the student so greatly. 

This arrangement of the subjects tends to give the book an ex¬ 
tremely pedantic aspect, and makes it appear more in the light of a 
compilation, an effect which is still enhanced by the diligence of re¬ 
search and knowledge of German surgical literature displayed. The 
author’s style, too, often savors of the pedantic. In speaking of the ne¬ 
cessity for the surgeon to cleanse his hands before operation, he advises 
him especially to provide for clean finger-nails, “which,” he adds, 
“in any case form a desideratum for every educated man.” 

In the chapter on the healing of wounds and the closure of arteries 
after antiseptic ligature (which he still attributes to the formation of a 
blood-clot, instead of to arteritis) similar conditions to those above 
mentioned may be noted. The succeeding chapters, in which the 
more recent influences of modem surgery have not been of such radi¬ 
cal importance, are written in a more equal strain. 

Handbuch der Allgemeinen Chirurgischen Pathologie und 
Therapie in 40 Vorlesungen fur Arzte and Studirende, von Dr. Al¬ 
bert Landerer. Docent fiir Chirurgie an der Universitat Leipzig. 
I. Halfte. Wien und Leipzig, Urban & Schwarzenberg, 1887. 

Handbook of General Surgical Pathology and Therapy. 

Among the many books on general surgery that owe 
their origin to the great advances which have of later years 
been made in surgical pathology and surgical practice, and 
are intended to present in a symmetrical manner the Various 
note-worthy monographs which have more recently been made 
public, this book at once attracts attention and fascinates the reviewer. 
Not that every detail of scientific research has been laboriously gath¬ 
ered and arranged according to its merit in one large compilation, but 
the chief merit of the work lies in its originality. Everywhere, on ev¬ 
ery page, the original manner of the author strikes the reader, and al¬ 
though one here meets the same views that one may find in the pages 



